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Enzyme Technology. By M. F. Chaplain and C. Bucke, Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, 1990. xvi+ 264 pp. ISBN 0 521 34429 8. 
Price: USS59.50. 

Modem biotechnology is undoubtedly founded on the applications of 
enzymes either in free or in immobilized states, the applications may not 
always be made directly, because there are fields where microbes are 
utilized and fields where biologicals are processed. But enzymes play 
decisive roles in most of biotechnology and thus the art of enzyme 
technology has become a focal colloquium of modem biology. The 
monograph Enzyme Technology by Chaplain and Bucke is an 
enlightened addition to this colloquium. 

This book begins a new approach to the biotechnology of enzymes. 
The authors rightly observe that enzyme technology is presently going 
through a phase of maturation and evolution (concluding remarks, p. 
255) and they have made a just approach towards presenting their ideas 
with that end in mind. 

The selection and arrangement of topics discussed in this work are 
well thought out and precise, though it would have been more logical if 
the chapter on 'preparation and kinetics of immobilized enzymes' were 
to be placed after the chapter 'the large-scale use of enzymes in solution'. 
All the other eight chapters of the book are very concise and at the same 
time contain many new aspects not covered by other current works in 
this field. The chapters on 'enzyme preparation and use', the above- 
mentioned two chapters, the chapters on 'biosensors' and 'recent 
advances' bear clear signs of this belief. We share the authors view that 
the relevant equations in this text as they appear, will help make a better 
utilization of the means of interpretation of data relating to enzyme 
technology. Inclusions of a summary and an exhaustive bibliography at 
the end of every chapter of this work have added to the merit of its 
production. 
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The search for new carbohydrates, aimed at either replacement of 
'older" ones with some better properties or just to place novelties in the 


